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SURJS - (U USS LIBERTY INCIDENT O
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De USDAO 9834 JUN 67 :
Ea © USDAO G845 JUN €7+ iR
Fe¢ USDAO E!G"l9 JUN €70 Declassified and approved for release by NSA on S
Ge USDAO 9852 JUH 6Ts 12-11-200¢ pursuant to E.C. 12859, zs amended. ST case '?
‘He USDAO G858 JUM 6T+ 51652,

TNUHI- USDAQ ©384 JUM €7

-t Jc USDAO 08868 JUN 674/ ' :

‘ (o' USDAO @852 JUN €T ' TeT TR L Te T

FOR RADM KIDD, PRES IDENf OF COURT oF. INQUIPY- FOLLOWING 18
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. PAGF 2 RUQHVL 09@9Il-&—E—G—ﬁ-E—T—HﬂFBﬁﬁ- T Tt
-, CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS- SURROUNDING USS LIBERTY INCIDFNT AS OBSERVED
" AND RECORDED-BY ALUSNA TEL AVIV CDR E.Ce CASTLE, 'USNt -~ ~
by 1. . (C) "ALUSNA CALLED TO ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCE FOREIGN LIAIQCN ’
) OFLCE CIDF/FLOY" AT APPROX 8814297, * MET THERE BY LT COL MICHAEL
v BLOCH, "ASSISTANT IDF SPOKESMAN WHO SAID ISRAEL AIRCRA¥FT AND MTR'S
. HAD” LRRONFOUSLY ATTACKED AN UNIDENTIFIED U«S¢ SHIP AT 9812207 .
" PEIT 3125N 3333Ee SAID MAYBE SHIP-WAS UeSe-MAVYe SAID HELI~
_ *“@TERS IN RESCUE OPERATIONS. HAD NO OTHER "INFO. MADE APOLOGIES
- MND REQUESTED INFO OF OTHER Uo/- SHIPS NEAR WAR ZONE COASqu USDAD
L. SENT FLASH MESSAGEs REF Be - -
| :2. (C) ALUSNA REPORTED INCIDENT TO-U«Se "AMBASSADOR -WHO HAD JUSl
| . RECEIVED RIPORT FROI' ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTRY (FONMIN). °AMBASSADOR
7 SUGGESTED ALUSHA COULD BE FLOUN TO -SITE OF INCIDENT TO ATTEMPT
.IFHIIFY SHIP AND REQUESTED HELO FLIGHT FROM DIRECTOR OF UNITED
SﬁTrS DEPARTMENT OF ISRAEL FONMIN.
3« “ACY AT APPROX-081536Z DEPUTY RWYECTOR OF UeSe DEPT "ISRAFL
~FEFIN CALLED ALUSNA AND SAID JDF HELOS-FAD PUT U«Seé  SURVIVORS -
SADARD ISRAELI NAVY SHIPS AND THAT ALUSNA COULD BE FLOWN TO MEET
( THEIR ARRIVAL IN PORT. 'BEFORE DEPUTY DIRECTOR COMPLETED HIS®
‘-STATEHENT LT CoL BLOCH CAME ON SANME PHONE AND SAID THE REPORT OF

PAGE 3 EUGHVL G9®9/14&—E—6—&—E-T—WurvHN "
PEKING UP SURVIVORS WAS COMPLETELY- INACCURATE AND THﬂL NO SUCH
.. QOCTECHEYAPHTIAKEHDPLACE." BLOCH THEN SCSNNG - N :
- BEEN IDENTIFIED- AS USS LIBERTY AND-THAT FLO WAS ARRANGING HELO
' FLIGHT FOR ALUSNA TO FLY TO SHIP AND COMMUNICATE WITH ELECTRIC
MEGAPHONE WITE CeCe OF LIBERTYe USDAO SENT FLASH MESSAGE, 'REF C.
¢ & (U) AT APPROX 8815467, FLO CALLED ALUSKA AND SAID TO PROCEFD
Egsgko TO PICK UP ESCORT FOR HELO FLIGHT. ASTALUSNA ACCONPANIED
- 5+ (C)-AT 0816107 (TIME-RECORDED-BY- ASTALUSNA), HELO WAS AIRBORNE
. FROM DOV HOSS "AIRFIELD ON NORTHERN EDGE OF TEL AVIV. _HELO PROCEFDED
~ - QIDIRECT INTERCEPT TO SHIP. AT 9816257, HELO PASSED OVER THREE IDF
“~ HIB RUNNING NORTH. AT 061635T, HELO WAS OVER' USS"LIBERTY BUT HAD
NEITHER ELECTRIC MEGAFHONE OR HAND HELD SIGNAL LIGHT«- ALUSNA HAD
PRNMED TGO-BE LOWERED ABQACD LIBERTY FOR BRIEF CONFERENCE-WITH
< C+0s ALUSNA IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES AND NOT ABLE TO CONVEY-HIS
IENTITY TO BRIDGE OF LIBERTY. LIBFRTY MADE PREPARATICNS TO -
... ~EEEIVE- ALUSMA "ABOARD OW FORECASTLEe 'SPEFD OF-SHIP (WHICH IT IS ASSUH“D
‘. COULD NOT BE REDUCED FOR DAMAGE CONTROL RFASONS) CAUSED HELO
v PILOT TO SAY HE COULD NOT MAKE TRANSFERs - "SHIP TFEN WAVED OFF
" TANSFER. ATTEMPT. ALUSNA WROTE NOTE INQUIRING AS 10 CASUALTIES
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O CALLING CARD AND DROPPED IT ABOARD LIBEPTY IN IMPROHTU PACKAGE.
| ALUSNA UNDERSTOOD SHIP TO SIGNAL AFFIRMATIVE -CASUALTIES AND- THOUGHT
. THE NUMBER SENT WASFOUR OR FORTY BUT IS UNCERTAIN OF TRANSHISSION

FBY FAND HELD LIGHT.- HELO HAD TO DEPART BECAUSE OF FALL OF -
* DARKNESS. OFFICER ON BRIDGE GAVE A THUMBS ‘UP SIGN. ENTIRE HELO

TRIP WAS'FRUSTRATION AND ESSENTIALLY NON-PRODUCTIVE EXCEPT ALUSNA

WE ABLE TO OBSERVE LIBERTY UNDERWAY.ON OWN POWER‘AND TO NOTE

LST £ND SOME TOPSIDE DAMEGEs HELO DEPARTED LIBERTY AT 2817097
.. MWD TOUCHED DOWN TEL AVIV 081725Z. -

~ 6~ (CHUHMILE ALUSNA ON-FLIGHT, DATT chnxvsn TELEPHONE REPORT

FROM IDF ARMY SPOKESMAN OF .

DF- PRESS NOTICE ON INCIDENT’WHICH "

WA FOR RELFASE AT ©81539Z. INTERIM COL TAYLOR OF DIA-HELD PHOWE

CONV WITH DATT. DATT UNDERSTOOD FROM PHONECON THAT 'LIRERTY NOT

" BEEKANG IDF ASSISTAMCE AND THAT SHIP HAD 'SATISFACTORY ‘RADIO COMM

WITH UeSe« NAVYe INFO THIS PARA AND OTTER AMLIIFYING REMARKE

CATAINED IN USDAO- IMMEDIATE MSG-REF- D -

.Te €COM ON RETURN EMBASSY,ALUSNA INFORMED THAT GENL GETTY OF
¢ NOC REQUESTED PHONE REPORT WHICH WAS MADE AT APPROX 0821097,

_ SBSTAMCE OF PHONE CON $AME AS PARA 5 ABOVE. -
- 8s/ (C) AT APPROX ©9120C , ARME RECEIVED PHOMNE CALL FROM

( . . e

\Jum&;jJRuamuL G990/1°S F CRET NOFORN - - - - « v  ~

.. ML CASSIBRY OF NMCC ASKING USDAQ TEL AVIV TO DETERMINE IF
‘- IDF PLANES OR SHIPS HAD SIGHTED ANY-BODIES OR PICKED UP-ANY
SURVIVORS» GENL SAID 22 MEN WERE MISSING BUT WERE POSSIBLY
- AL TN EOLD OFLIBERTY. GE

EWAEETFD PHONE RELLEEEEER

AFIRMAT )
- 27846 5REDY99T,~ 9-38 3 - e -
- “(s)” AT 051560z, LT coL BLOCTCALLED ALUSNA. ALUSRA WAS
‘Eﬁnznmv TO INQURYO 7 o

U UEE RVLMENS | '
T 353-8 139 k3= 811
[ 8 51 333,)9
. §49-585, 19,3549117455348
. ,&)s?suﬁe z,:s 3,59
"' 5535 wERES -
- EARDSNIPAGASMSIESTEDA L
- TROH_COAST, - w e e e e
B. PRESENGE IN A FIGHTING ARFA IS-AGAINST INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMN.
Co THE AREA IS NOT'A COMMON ‘PASSAGE FOR SHIPS¢ *
D. ECYPT HAD DECLARED THE AREA CLOSED TO NEUTRALS: -
. Ee LIBERTY RESEMBLES- THE ECYPTIAN SUPPLY SHIP EL QUSEIRe- -
" Fo SHIP WAS'NOT FLYING FLAG WHEN SIGHTEDe SHE MOVED.AT QUOTE
HEH SPEED UNQUOTE WESTWARD TOWARD ENEMY COASTs- -
-~ Gs IDF NAVY HAD FARLIER REPORTS OF BOMBARDNENT OF EL-ARISH FROM
. .ALUSNA_PRESSED.BLOCH FORALABELFOR THE STATEOEEJING IF .
) sy
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F . C.L SECTION OF TWO <Ly = e

. '3 WEKE AN OFF ICIAL EXPLANATION OF THE INGIDENT . LCOU wiggy
“:iLD WOT SUPPLY A PREANMBLE ON HI1S OWN AND ALUSNA®REWUESTED nE

L

EgHSULT WITH SOME AUTHORITY WHO COULD  BLOCH CALLED BAXK Anp

T R LIl b L

chVE ABOVE NON_COMMITAL HEADING ~ USDAO SENT IMMEDIATE MS§ REy ¢
ESCRIBING ABOVE EXCHANGE AND GOMMENTING ON UNLICELYHOOD qF

o qoF ESSIONAL NAVAL OFF ICERS CON USING LIBERTY AND EL QUSE]R

D EALUATING NAVY .S ERRONEOUS ATTACK AS RESULT OF EAGERNESS

v IDF NAVY TO GLEAN SOME PORTION OF GREAT VICTORY BEING WON

5Y IDF ARMY AND AIR FORGE

12« ¢G) AT APPROX ,914¢3Z, ALUSNA RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM
piDM MOORE AT NMGC REGARDING TYPE AND EXTENT OF SEARCHES FOR
SURVIVORS MADE BY IDF NAVY  RADM MOORE PUT SPECIF IC WQUESTIONS
BUT PHONE CONNECTIOOTBUDLVERY POOR ~ ALUSNA STATED HE UNDERSTOOD

PAGE » RUGMVL ,9pu/ 25—E—0—R—E-THIFORN—

TEHORSGF GUESTIONSLAND WOULD ACT ON THAT BUT REGUESTED MSG
SAGKUP WITH DETAILED QUESTIONS ON WUERY ALUSNA TOLD RADM MOORE
THAT IN VIEW GENERAL RECENT NOM_COOPERATION OF FLO REGARDING USDAO
REGUESTS FOR INFD ON HOSTILITIES SLOWNESS OF REPLY TO GUERY
REGARDING POSSIBLE SURVIVORS . AND THE JUST RECELIVED WUOTE SEVEN
POINTS UNGUOTE THAT U S REQJESTS FOR ISRAEL] SEARCH ACTION
LOULD PROBABLY GET BETTSR RESPONSE AT LEVEL HIGHER TAN USDAO

10 FLO, REWUESTS FOR IWFO AND RENEWED SEARCK WERE PASSED TO

¥ LO IMUEDJATELY T

1ée i1_5& AT 59138342, LCOL BLOCH TELEPHONE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS
TQ-.AL 5 A - e - ’ . 7

A FoLLONING ATTACK, %1 84=3)8 .57¢S OFF ERED HELP TO LIBERTY
50T WERE REFUSED -

BTli,S CONTIOPF BLEARCH IN ATTAGK AREA UNTIL fgisouz WITH
NEGATIVE RESULTS EXCEPT FOR RECOVERY OF RUBSERLIFE BOATS AND
OTHER EQUIPME T. - o . |

C}'.MTB PEKSONNEL STATE TEY SAW NO ONE JUMP INTO TME SEA OR
i) 8EA, |

0. 1D HELICOPTORS WERE OVER LIBERTY 983052 0 gsidi=z AND

WERE WAVED.OFF | HELOS CONDUCTED SEARCH UNTIL pg15042..

PAGE 5 RUQNVL 49 22/-gmS—im—R—E—F—NOF-ORN—
E e : .
* TcOL BLOCH HAD INTERVIEWED ALL PILOTS OF ATTACK ING

" AIRGRAFT EXCEPT OWNE  ALL STATED THEY HAD SEEN NO ONE IN OR

ENTERING WATER  *

FuMm IDF HAD INSTITUTED LIGHT PLANE SEARCH UPON RECEIPT OF
QUESTIONﬁIEEGARDING SEARCHES AND WOULD CONTINUE UNTIL DAKK .
MESS ¢ JURE '

G 10F “NAVY ESTIMATED STANDARD WIND AND GURRENT CONDITIONS
WOULD CARRY SURVIVORS OR DEBRIS TO POINT ON GAZA STIP

COAST OpPOSITE CITY OF RAF AH

4  IDF AGREED TO CONDUCT SEARCH ATTAGK AREA AND WATERS TO
GAzA COAST LINE BEGINNING FIRST LIGHT ;9 JUNE

I “"AS KEOVE BEING DRAFTED AS USDAO ¥ LASH MSGY REF F, LTCOL
5L0CH TELEPHOUED 1NFO-T{AT LAST PILOT HAD BEEN INTER(IEWED
THAT PILOT THOUGHT HE SAW SIY TO TEN YELLOW BOATS WITH *

PEOPLE N WA{E OF LIBERTY BLOCH DISCREDITED ‘I IS REPORT

ide 't Sy1 =5 197322, LTCAL BLOGCH REPORTED AIR SEARGH WITH
NEGAIAvE,RESULTSHBL;AN AT ;903237 AND THAT SUKF AGE SEARGH WOULD
BEGIN IN ASTERNOON, ALUSNA_EECONIENDED 10 US AUTHORITIES THAT I NO
FESULTS DEVELOPED BY NIGHTFALL TEKMINATION OF SEARCH BE AUTHORIZED
uro THIS PARA SENT AS USDAO FLASH MSG, REF G, ’
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B S .S NDy AT AFERJA bdu9352, USDAQ SQURCE REPORy, Ej _
oI ognct ;C VE'INO GATHERED BY OVERAEARING IIF AF AIR.3$ 380y
S Cohlﬂ 5L FRLEUENGILS IO SUGGESTED THAT IIF AIRCFAFT‘“IJbi -
-q 2,5 ok THREE IDENTIF ICATION PASSES OVER A SHIP SOMETIME pg
L LO ATTACK ON LIBERTY ' AIRCRAFT REFORTED SHIP HAD U s pLAé°

No PERSONNEL ON DECK INFO THIS PARA FORhARDED'Tﬁ
me'rr.o ADDRESSEES INCLUBING CNO AMD DIA IN USDAO gze4 JUy 1.

Sy AT APPROX 4219452, IDF SPOK ESMAN KREPORTED NEGATIJG

3220155 %k ROt pAY LonBATR ARD SURFACE SEARCH BUT SAID IDF
‘NAVY STILL OPERATING IN AREA AND kOULD CONTINUE ALERT WATCH
'=FOR SURVIVORS T 1S IN'O SENT IN USDAO IMMEDIATE MSG, REF H

5, X ébFD *ON GUERY FROM DIA, USDAO TEL VIV IMMED fiSG,
AR EPORTED INABILITY TO RECHE(K STORY OF SECONDARY °
2 SOURCE CITED PARA ;3 ABOVEWM HOWEVER USDAQ WAS ABLE PROVIDE

IN REF I INO ON MTB ATTACK RECEIVED BY EMBASSY OFF IGEE

FROM IDF NAVAL OFF ICER kHO SAID HE ZAS ABOARD MTB, SAID
I M7B+S LAUNCHED TORPEDOS AT LIBERTY WHEN THEY SAN HER UNDER
ATTACKX BY AIRCRAFT MTB CREW SAw U §, FLAG AFTER TORPZDO LAUNCH
SAID F LAG HAD BEEN'OBSCURED BY SNQiEbg IN SAME REF ALUSNA *
OFF ERED PROBABLY BUT NOT CERTAIN SERIES OF EVENTS AS FOLLONS,

ot i
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A. I AIRGRA'T-REPORTED AND IDENTIF IED LIBERTY AS U._S,
8" IIF AF HG MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE BROADCAST INO T0 ALL®
|UNITS BUT PROBASLY UNINFORMED AIRCRAFT RETURNING F ROM STRIK E
IN EGYPT HAD ATTAGKED LIBERTY
C. MTB.S SAW AIRGRAF T ATTAGK ING LIBERTY AND PRESUMED HER TO
5% EGYPTIAN SHIP  THEY FAGERLY RACED INTO ACTION KITHOUT
WAITING TO IDENTYFY OUR SHIP
16, (Sy AT APPROX ,31z¢72 PHEN ALUSNA VISITED FLO ON OTHER
fusinesd, LTcoL BLOCA OFENED CONVERSATION BY SAYING HE WAS
HEARING BALICIOUS UNTRUE STORIES ABOUT INGIDENT FROM U .S
PRESUMASLY NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE ITEMy. ALUSNA SAID ATED® I8 QUOTE MALICIOUSII
fEZMINDED BLOCH THAT SOME MONTHS EARLIER WHEN USN AIRCRAF T ,
KAD ACCIDEWTALLY PENETRATED THE ISRAELI AIR GOWTROL ZONES, THE
ILF AF GHIEF OF INTELLIGENGE HAD ARROGANTLY ALTHOUGH
SACETIOUSLY SUGGESTED THAT NEXT TIME HE MIGHT HAVE TO ATTACK
THE PLANES OR SHIP  BLOCH SAID THAT THAT OFF ICER TALKS GUOTE
|A LOT OF NONSENSE ONwUOTE AND THAT HE HOPED ALUSNA DIDN,T
THINK OTHER IDF OFF ICERS WERE LIE THAT  ALUSNA REPLIED RE JUST
|MANTED IT To BE GLEAR THAT HE ANTED TO'HEAR NOTHING BUT

5P£GE WY RUWHVL 90 ot E—T— OB R

{CFF IC IAL connhm?s _Qlj..THE SUBJECT OF THE LIBERTY INGIDENT

1i7¢ ¢Sy 312552, LTGOL BLOCH GALLED ALUSNA TO REPORT IDF

cons GERL Fnaiw HAD APPOINTED AN OFF ICIAL GOURT OF INGUIRY

1IN THE INCIDENT INVOLVING USS LIBERTY ~ THIS INFO SENT AS usoao

'TMMEDIATE MSG, REF J

18. { CWL ON 4 JUNL ALUSNA laAS A&ﬂ ED T0 MEET IDF NAVY COMMANDER

INCCHIEF - comdDoRE EéELL AT FLO IN EARLY EVENING, GOMMODORE

|ERELL PRESENTED APOLOGIES’TO U .S NAVY ON BEMALF OF IIF NAVY,

'ERELL STATED HE DID NOT WANT T0 CGOMMENT ON ELEMENTS OF THE

MISTAXE UNTIL AF TER COURT OF INWUIRY REACHED ITS F INDINGS,

'ON WUERY ERELL SAID HE PRESUMED F INDINGS WOULD BE TRANSMITTED .

IO USG.  THIS INFO AND AMPLIFYING DETAILS SENT IN USDAO

SRIORIMY NS¢, REF K

1;9. COMMENT! A . ABOVE DOES NOT INCLUDE EXCHANGES BETWELN
STATE DEPARTMENT AND GOI OF #iICH U S MILITARY ATTACHES

1&?& WERE AWARE BUT IN MiICH THEY TO0{ NO PART

3. DESPITE TE LENGTH AND DETAIL OF ABOVE IT 18 RECOGNIZED.

THAT IT DOES NOT ADD SIGNIF ICANTLY TO REF ERENCEZD MESSAGE °

ixZPORTS ~ FROM INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO USDAO TEL AVIV IT

SAN BE PRESUASY TTAT ORLY THE IDF KROWS WITH CERTAINTY THE

XACT SEQUENCE OF LVENTS THAT LED TO THE TRAGIC xncxnswr.

?T COORDINATED WLTH ENBASSY ~ GP -3
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