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. SECTlON 1 OF 2 · - -., -. 
SUBJ: · (U) USS LIBERTY INCIDENT. 
REFERENCES: 
A. YOUR 141250Z ·uUH G7 • 
D· USDliO 0 825 JUN €7 • 
Co US DAO 0 827 JUN 67 • 
Do USDAO 08J4 JUN 67, 
E• USDAO fi 845 JUN 67 • 
Yo US DAO 0131<9 JUN 67 • 
Go USDAO 0852 JUN 67• 
Ho USDAO 0858 JUN 67 • 

. I· USDAO 0 8811 JUN G7 • 
' J. USDAO 0886 JUN $7./ 

~ .. i'.,, 

15 Jun &1 d 51. z 

.. -:. :cm ~~g~o K~i~: t~~s ~~EN'r OF COURT OF ~K~U~~;. 
•. L• 

. .... ·- -.. - ... 

FOLLOWING IS 

':PAGE· 2 RUQl1VL 0900/1 s E 8 R E 'i' 11eFe¥<11 - • - -..• - ••• 
: • CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS· SUiH<OUNDlNG USS LIBERTY INCIDENT AS OBSERVED . 
. . AND RECORDED·BY ALUSNA TEl. AVIV CDR r.c. CASTLE, ·usNr . - - .. 
- • 1• . (C> 'ALUSMA CALLED TO ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCE FOREIGN LIAISON . 1 -oFICE (I;DF/FLO) AT APPROX 0s11i00z. ·-MET THERE'BY"l'i .. COL tf!CHAEL 
'. BLOCH, ASSISTANT IDF SPOKESMAtl WHO SAID· ISRAE1.. AIRCRAFT AND NTB'S 

:;: ~~~ E~~g~~o~~SSr~TT~~~iiD M~~B~N ~~i~!~~~F.3.~ :~;!A ~~p ~! ~~ g~~~~= 
"GJTERS IN· RESCUE OPE RAT IONS• HAD NO OTHER -zNFO. ~!ADE:- APOLOGIES -

ftND REQUESTED INFO OF OTHER u./. SHIPS NEAn WAR ZONE COASTS. USDAO 
. SENT r'LASH MESSAGE, REF B • · 
'~ 2. (C) ALUSNA REPORTED INCIDENT TO· U•S• "AMBASSADOrrWHO HAD JUST 
: RECEIVED RJ!:PORT fR011 ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTRY. Cf0Nl1IN) • -AMBASSADOR 
: SUGGESTED ALUSNA COULD BE FLOtm TO SITE OF INCIDENT "l'O ATTEMPT 
'.,-.rrorrIFY SHIP AND REQUESTED HELO FLIGHT FROM DIRECTOR OF UNITED 
:-Sli.TF~S DEPARTMENT OF ISRAEL FONMIN• · • · .. 
'.; 3. .(c> AT APPROX·l1l51530Z D-EPUTY RWYECTOR OF UoSo DEPT ·ISRAE'.L 
; FOMIN CALLED ALUSNA AND SAID .IDF HELOS· HAD PUT U•S• ·SURVIVORS · 
:iAYllAP.D ISRAEL.I NAVY SHIPS AND THAT ALUSNA COULD BE FLOl~N ro-11Er:T 
( THE:lfl ARRIVAL IN PORT. "BEFORE DEPUTY DIRECTOR COMPLETED HIS· -

'oSTATEMENT LT COL BLOCH CAME ON SAME PHONE AND SAID Tflt REPORT OF 

PAGE· 3 RUQMVL-0900/1 i E El R E T llOF ORN • · -- ' 
Pl!:l<!NG UP SURVIVOHS WAS COMPLETELY· INACCURA1'E AND THAT NO SUCH 
Z~TltOHEIJAflHTRKEllDPLACEo · BLOCH THEN SCSNNG • · • --. ·-
BEEN IDENTIFIED· AS USS LIBERTY AND· THAT FLO-WAS ARRANGING :HEtO 
FLIGHT FOR ALUSNA TO FLY TO "SHIP AND COMMUNICATE 141TH ELECTRIC 
MEGAPHONE WITH c.o. OF LIBERTY• USDliO SENT FLASH MESSAGE, "REF Co 
I.lo. CU) AT APPROX lil81540Z 1 FLO CALLED- ALUSNA AND SAID TO PROCEED 
TO .FLO TO PI'CK UP ESCORT FOR HELO FLIGHT. ASTALUSNA ACCOMPANIED 

· AUSNA. · - • , - -, · 
5.; (C)-AT 081610Z CTIHF.:· Ri:CORDED·BY ASTALUSNA> 1 ·HELO t~AS AIRBORNE 

__ FROM DOV HOSS-.AIRFIELD ON NORTHERN EDGE OF TEL AVIV• HELO-PROCir'.DED 
CNDIRECT INTERCEPT TO SHIP. AT 0!HG25!, 1-!ELO PASSED OVER THREE IDF 
11rB RUt~NING NORTH. AT 0S16~5T, t!l1.0 WAS OVER' uss-LIBER1'Y BUT HAD . 
NEiTHER ELECTRlC MEGAPHONE Of( HAND HELD SIGNAL LIGHTo• ALUSNA HAD 
P!UINED TO- BE" LOt·JERED ABOACD LIBERTY FOR BRIEF CONFERENCE'WITH 
C.01 ALUSNA IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES AND N01' ABLE TO CONVEY' HIS 
IFNTITY TO BRIDGE OF L:lBERTY. LIBrRTY MADl: PREPARATIONS TO- • ... ' 

REE IVE· ALUSNA ·ABOARD ON "FORECASTLE·. -sPrr.n OF· SHIP (WHICH. IT IS ASSUHi'.T) 
CDULD NOT BE REDUCED FOR DAMAGE CONTP.Ot; REASONS) CAUSED HUO 
PILOT TO SAY HE COULD NOT MAKE iRANSFtR• · -sHtP TP.EN WAVED· OFF _ 
'rn.NSFER ATTEMPT. ALUSNA WROTE NOTE INQUIRING AS TO CASUALTIES 
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PAGE 4. nuoMVL "~0 ll $ E e R !' T NOi· ORN . • ' • 
O.f CJ\LLING CARD AND DROPPED I'i' ABOARD LIBERTY lN HIPROHTU·PACl<AGE·· 
ALUSNf\ UNDEf<STOOD SHIP TO .SlGNAL A1'"FIRMAT:IVE ·CASUALTIES AND·THOUGHT 
'l'HE NUMBER SENT WASFOUR OR FORTY BUT lS UNCERTAIN OF TlU1NSl1ISSION 
Ft\11 ~:AND HELD LIGHT.· HELO HAD TO DEPART Bf.CAUSE·OF FALL.OF ·'. 
DARKNESS. OFFICER ON BlaJJGE GAVE A THUMBS 'UP SIGN• ENTIRE HELO 
TRIP lo/AS FRUSTRATION AND ESSENTIALLY NON-f'HODUCTIVE·EXC:EPT·ALUSNA 
WS AELE TO OBSERVE l.IBE'.RTY UNlJYJmAY ON OWN POHER 'AND TO NOTE 
urr J'.ND SOME TOPS IDE DANEGE· HELO DEPARTED LIBERTY AT 0 81 '7110Z 
nrn TOUCHED DOWN TEL AVIV 0 81 '725Z. . . ' .. 
6 •. (CHl!llLE ALUSNA ON· FLIGHT, DATT RECEIVED TELEPHONE REPORT 
FROM !DF ARMY SP Ol{ESMAN OF · • · · . • • • .. · ' • - .. 

. DF· PRESS NOTICE ON ·"INCII>ENr WHICH - • · 
~Jll·FOR !~ELF.ASE AT 0S19~0z.· INTERIM COL TAnOR OF DIA.HELD PHONF. 
CONV WI'l'H DATT. DATT UNDERSTOOD FROM PHONECON THAT ·t.IBEP.TY NOT 
SEEK:CNG lDF ASSISTANCE AND THA1' SHIP HAD 'SATISFACTORY 'RADIO- CO~IM 
WITH u.s. NAVY. INFO TP.lS PARA AND OTTER AHLI.IFYING REHARKE 
WT AlNED lN USDAO· IMMF.DIA1'E MSG· REF· D;. · · '· · • · 

, "!. <CH1 ON RETURN· ENBASSY,ALUSNA INFORMED THAT GENL GETTY OF 
' NSC REOUESTED PHONE REPORT WHICH ·wAS HADE AT APPROX 082100'l. 

Sl3STANCE OF PHONE CON SAME AS PARA !> ABOVE. • ·· s.r (C) AT APPliOX 091.200 , ARl1E RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM 

. ·-.:-

\ p1.~t 'iY~u;MVL 09~011 ·s EC·~ ET NOFO~~ . . • .. - . -, . -
GHIL CASS lBRY OF NHCC ASKING US DAO TEL AVIV TO DETERMINE IF 
ID}" PLANES on SHIPS HAD SIGHTED .ANY"BODiES OR PICKED uP-ANY 
SURViVORSo GENi. SAID 22 MEN WERE MISSING BUT WERE POSSIBLY 
AL IN EOLD OFLIBF.RTY • GE 
EW/\EE'i'rD PHONE RELLEFF.:EEU 
AF1Rl1AT 
~846 5SE(l)9,7,- 0•3$ .3 · • · · • 
9 · (S) A'i' 091300!,_LT COL BLOCTCALLED ALUSNA• ALUSNA WAS 
EXRERILY TO INQU. 
n . RYO 
EE RVLMEN9 
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., 1G AO TEL AVl~ ISRAEL · 
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·:F o kUEl'JS/DIA // ;.(' 

;T . '9Jd0/c;JUN 7. . 
. ·,. [ SECT !ON OF twB --<':.,. 6

•..• . 

.· 

. ; :~ v.£F<E AN OFF 1c1AI:""' EXPLANATION OF nir.: INCIDENT.. LCOl. l!l.O 
. -··LD NOT SUPPLY A l'REAMSLE ON HIS OWN AND ALUSNA 0 REwUESTEll ~~ 
r~~;;ULT W!Trl SOME AUTuORITX' WHO COULD BLOCH CALI.ED BACK ANJ:I. 
r;AVf. ABOVE NON_COMi1!TAL .HEADING USDAO SENT I1111EDlATE KSG REF L 
.rscR ra !NG ABOVE EXCli ANGE AND c0tir1ENTING ON UNLIK ELY!iOOD OF 
Ref ESS!ONAl. NAVAL OFF 1CERS CONt USING LIBERTY AND EL "1.USEIR 
llD E:ALlJAT!NG NAVY ,s ERRONEOUS ATTACl'\ AS RESULT OF EAGERNESS 

:;- !DF N/\VY TO GLEAN SONE PORT ION OF GREAT V lC TORY BEING WON 
'f lDF ARMY AND AIR FORCE 

1.tn11 .}2g~11r Alr A~fi~gxRf~i~gf~6 ~~~~N~N~r~~i~~~ br
0
~t.~~~~sr fg~ 

URVIVORS" MADE BY !DF' NAVY RADM MOORE PUT Sl"ECIF re i.1.UESTIONS 
UT PHONE CONNECT!OOTBl.l.DLYtRY POOR ALUSNA STATED HE UNDERSTOOD • 

PAGE RUQMYL 900/ 2 5 £ e R E ' 14'Jf' eRu 
T£i~OR 20F r-UC:ST~ONS •• AND vlOULD ACT ON Tt!AT BUT RE<..UESTE"O MSG 
BAC!\UP WITH DETAILED '1U£ST!ONS ON wUEHY ALUSNA TOLD RADl1 MOORE 
IHA r IN y 1EW GENE.KAL FIECENT NOn_cOOPERATION OF FLO REGARDING USDAO 
RE:i.:Ur~STS FOR ItfO ON HOSTILITIES SLOWNESS or REl'l:.Y TO wUERY 
fi£GARD1NG POSSIBLE sURV IVORS ~ AN6 DIE JUST RECE!VED wUO"TE SEV£N 
J-'0IN1'S"UNi<UOTE lHAT us REwuESTS FOR !SRAELl S~ARCH ACT!ON 
v,OULD PROEABl.Y GET BEtT~R RESPONSK AT LEVEL II IGflER TAN USDAO 
10 F·LO R£C;.UESTS FOR INFO AND RENEWED SEARCH WERE PASSED TO 
F LO ll1!1ED lA T.El.Y ·· 
l~. Ls) AT 091~.3.JZ, LCO.L BLOCli TELEPHONE FOLLOlvING STATEMENTS 
IQ .. ALUSNA 1 ,.. •. -
A FOLLO\'ilNG ATTAQ< 1 :Sl B4-3>8 .!51•S OFFERED HEl.P TO LIBERTY 
BLIT ;JERE: REF USED - , . . • _ 
ati..s CO"NTIOPfsLtARCH IN ATTAO\ AREA UNTIL g15134z wrni . . 
NJ::GATIVE RESUl.TS t:l\CEPT FOR RECOVERY OF RuaG'Eli LIFE BOATS AND 
OTHER El.l.Ul!"ME T . . 
C MTB PERSONNtL· STATE Tti:Y SAW NO Ota.: JU11P INTO DiE SEA OR 
H1 SEA . . . 
. 0 1.ii' HEl.ICOPTORS wEIH; OVER L!BERTY 08A305Z TO 0Bl~H-Z AND 
l<~RE WAVED. OFF• HEl.OS CONDUCTJo.:O SEARCH UNT lL 08l~04Z ... 

~ . 

?AGE 3 li'UQl·JVL 09~2J/.~ i ~- ~ i i: i ti9P9RH 
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. • rcot. BLOCH HAD INTERVlEWED ALL PILOTS OF ATTACI< ING 

. ALRCRAF T EXCEPT ONE A.i.L STAn;D Tll EY HAD SEEN NO ONE IN OR 
ENTERING WATER • 
F wM ZDF HAD I~STLTllTJ::D LIGHT PLANE SEARCH UPON RECEli»T OF 
(.(\JE.5 T IONS REGARD !NG SEA~CHES AND WOULD CONTINUE UNTii. DAR< -
t·!ESS 9_ JUN!:: · 
G IU N/\Vt ESTlMATED STANDARD W!ND AND CURRENT CONDlTlONS 
l·JOULD CARRY SURVIVORS OR DlBRIS TO POINT ON GAZA STIP 
COAST QppOSlTI': CITY OF RAF AH 
H IDF AGREED TO CONDU;;T SEARCH ATTAQ\ AREA AND lo/ATERS TO 
c!lzA COAST LINE BI::GlNNlNG F !RST LIGHT Ii} JUNE 
r As Aeovi:. BEING DRAF.TJ::o As USDAO FLAstt MSG" REF F LTCOL 
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sr.oc11 TELEPHOMED lNfO 1"1AT LAST .PILOT HAD BJ::E:~ lNTER~IEWED 
111AT .PILOT TI!OUGHT HE SAW S1Y TO TJ::N YEl.1.CJW BOATS WITH 0 

) 

. p£1) p LE IN WM E Of LIBERTY BLOCH D !SC RED l TF.:D 'Iii rs REPORT 
Hi. ·~s,1 -~ 11'JJ7;j;JZ LTC"L BLOCK REPOfil'EO AIR SEARCH wrnt 
Ni~GAT.iVt.,R!i:SUl.TS •. BEGAN AT 100:30:JZ AND n1AT sunr ACE SEAlicH WOULD .J 
BEGIN lN A.STERNOON . ALUSNtLE:ECOr!!li~NDED 1'0 US AU'lliORlTIES TriAT If NO 
u:~;IJl.TS DEVELOPED B~ N!GH'UAJ.L TEk11INATION m· SEARCH BE AUTHORIZED 
!IP 0 111 !S f'l\TIA SEN'f As US DAO r l.ASH NS 1.1, REF G. • ~ 
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''·1· >GE ~.R f;Ul.~lVL 900)/, s n e j\ !! I ,\OJ ORN .. . .. · .•.. 
. ' ··' . S N' D) "'9 J>.,• r:tr..Vh '1.?9 3JZ U~DAO SOURCE R£POR . 

1· .1~ :Drt tAV£ 11\.i:-o GAThEREb.sY OVEf.JiEARlNG UF ·AF A!!<l~u ~<:er, .. , .. 
)l Cgr,·1;;or: FRfl'UENClES ll':?O SUGGESTED TiiAT lDF AIRCP.Af~~f;7'J\;1,:, : ' 

·.·•· - .·~ OR THREE IDENT_r; !CATION FASSES OVER A SHIP SOl1E1'111t ~~l . 
' !~ ATTAC,\ ON LIBERTY . AlRCRAF r REPORTED SH li> HAD u s r LA~Or. 

\ 1r NO PERSONNEL ON 1'EQ< H.FO lHIS PARA FORh!ARDED'~ 
trr1ITED ADDRESSEES INCWOING CNO AND DIA IN USDAO 0851' JU~ 1 
11;. LS) AT APPROX t~l915Z, IDF SPQ\.ES!>lAN REPORTED NEGAT11£.• 
xt:SULIS F R0£1 DAY LONG-All' AND SUl\F ACE SEARCH BUT SAID lDF • 

·. ·NP.VY ST ILL O?ERAT ING IN AREA AND kOULD CONT lNUi: ALERT WATCH 
FOR SURVIVORS 'IHZS ll~O SENT. IN USD/\O !MttED!ATE tlSG REF I:! 
1.5• s,t--.<:"D) •oN '-:UERY FROM DIA USDAO TEL VIV ll'1~JED ftSG • 
RD". z' REPORTED 1NAS!L1TY TO RE~HEQ<. STORY Of SECONDARY 

1 

SOURcl CITED PARA ~3 ABOVt:wM HOl·iEVER USDAO WAS ABLE PROVIDE 
IN REF l It-ED ON ~llB ATTACK Rf.Cf.lVED 8Y EM.SASSY OFF ICEF: 
f RON !DF NAVAL on• !CER Ir.HO SAID HE ZAS ABOARD MTS. S"AID 
MTB iS l.AUNC!iED TORPEDOS AT LIBERTY 1-ltiEN lliEY SAlv HER UNDER 
ATTAC.'\ BY AIRCRAFT MTB CREW SAv1 U 1. FLAG AFTER TOI.PZDO LAUNCH 
SAID f I.AG HAD BEEN ·oascURED 8Y SNOA !~l:j IN SAl1E REF ALUSNA • 
CFF ERED PR0!3ABLY BlTT NOT CERTAIN SER1ts OF EVENTS AS FOLLOIYSa 

PAGE 5 RU<.iMVL p9iJe/ C; i ii S il E f 1461' OftN . 
A. lrF A lRCRAf T-REP.ORTED AND lDENT .IF !ED L!BERTY AS U .s • 
s. II:ii" /-$ H'1 MAY O.R MAY NOT HAVE BROADCAST lli'O TO ALL 
UNrrs· BUT pR013ABl.Y UNUFOF.!1ED AlRCRAF T RETURNING.FROM STR.IK E 
!N EGYPT HAD ATTAC-\ED LIBERTY 
c·. t1TB ,s SAC4 AlRCRi'F T ATTA~ !NG L!SERTY AND .PRESUMED HER TO 
BE EGYPTIAN SH IP THEY EAGERLY RACED INTO ACTION IYIIHOUT 

I ~1AJTlNG TO !DEN!lFY OUR SHlP 

lS&1~~~~, tic~rp~~Scd 35P£~~D ~5~v~~~~~1o~I~~T~~y~~~ ~~ ~1l1jER 
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H£ARING MALICIOUS UNTRUE STORIES ABOUT INCIDENT FRON U .s . 

I
( PRESUtlASLY NE~iS(·IEEK MAGAZINE ITEM). ALUSNA SAID AT£D

0 

II~ QUOTE MAL!CIOU~ o 
F.:-:!Hlrn~:o BLOCH TriAT SOME MONTHS EARl.!ER !·,HEN USN A!RCRtlF T ' 
liAD ACCIDENTALLY PEN£TRATF::D 1HE ISRAELI AIR CONTROL ZONES, THE . ·. . 
llJF Af'. CH rEF 01" lNTELl.!GENCE HAD ARROGANTLY ALn10UGH . 
F AC.ET!OUSLY SUGG.EST£D TiiAT NEXT TIME HE MIGHT HAVE .TO ATTAQ{ 
TuE PLANES OR SHii> · BLOCH SAID THAT TIIAT Off ICER TAU<S wUOTE 
A I.OT OF NONSENSE ON;;UOTE AND 1HAT HE HOP.ED ALUSNA DlDN,T 
THIN< OTHER IDF Off LCERS V.ERE L.!KE ntAT ALUSNA .li'Ef'L!ED HE .rusr 
WAN'l'ED IT TO SI:: CLEAR lHAT HE '"ANTED ro•ttEAR NOniING BUT 

I . . . . . . • 
: ? AG E Ivy Ru 1..:11 v L 9 7J lJ /~f; ..... i .... .e&4Sl---iiiil--EE'--TT-ll~ie:lrf"EetfiR~1ci----
} CF F .IC LAL C0l'H·iEN9S .. OtJ .. lHE SUBJECT Of !HE LlBERTY INCIDENT 
i l 7. ( s) AT i 31 .C.55Z L TCO L a LOCH CAl.l..ED Al.USNA TO REPORf lDF 
jcw.s ·GENL IiABLN~HAD APPOINTED AN OFF lClAL COURT O.F INUU!RY . 
UN Tti E INC !DENT INVOLVING USS LIBERTY TH IS l~ 0 SENT AS US DAO 
l I11!1ED IA TE 115 G · RO" J . . · • , 
1

1

18• ( C.l·IL ON' 14 JUN~.t ALUSNA IMS A~ ED TO MEET !DF NA. VY COMMANDER 
IN ·CHIEF COMMODORE EKEl.L

1 
AT FLO IN EARLY EVEN IN£_. COMMODORE 

.::;RELL PRlS£NTED AE'Ol.OG1ES TO U S NAVY ON BIBALF VI' lot NAVY 
1 ER£1..!. s TA TED HE DID NOT wANT T~ ~OW·!ENT ON ELEMENTS OF nu: • 
:tHSTA!< E UNTIL 1'F TER COURT OF lNi.<UIRY REACf!ED ITS F INDlNGS 0 

l
'')N 1;<U£RY EREl.I. SAlD HE PRESUNED f INDINGS WOULD BE TRANSN!TTED 
IO USG . TrilS lt-SO AND A11PL.IFYING DETAILS SENT IN USDAO 

•;>Rl0RL1Y MSG REF K · ·· 
!~S>. CO~lMENT' A .. ABOVE DOES NOT INCLUDE EXCHANGES BET\oiE.EN 
u.S. STAT£ DtPAR'tMENT AND GO! OF 1--H!Cli US tUl..ITARY ATIACHES 
'it.Rt'. l·iERE A!vARE BUT IN l·1HlCH THEY TOQ< Nij ~ART . 
:3 D£SP LT£ 'Ill£ LENGni AND DETAIL Of ABOVE lT ls RECOGNIZED. 
JTriAT IT DOES NOT ADD SIGN!F ICANTLY TO R.Er£R£NC.ED !1ESSACE · 
;?.£PORTS FRO!i l1'fOR11AT!ON AVAILABLE TO USVAO TEL AVIV lT 
':AN ar- PRJ::SUt1Eti "THAT -ON'LY ·nu:-· IDF' l{ NOt1s· Wlni -crRtAli~TY "'lliE 
i!::XACT Si::1.iUENC£ OF E.VEN.!S n1AT LED TO lli.E TRAGIC INCIDENT. 
;;.._ COORDlNATEO 1·11'Il! EM.SASSY GP_3. r· ~. 
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